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And they mourned and wept, and faſted un- 
til exzen for Saul: and for Jonathan his 
Sox, and for the people of the Lord, and. 
for the houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they were 
. Fallen by the fi SE; 


HERE is no Maxinvſ{o general, or ſo 
conſtant, but that it may allow of foie: 
 exception-; and therefore though the 
Wiſs man after all hisexperience,his moſt- 


archi ervations, .and the great proſpe&t he 


had of. the order of ſecand Cauſcs,. and the © temper 
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vf mens minds, does pronounce, there was nothing 
new under the Sun: Yet this day, and that ne- 
ver-enough-lamented  Villainy we now remember, 
muſt put in for an _exception from that rule, 
\ which did indeed; exceed all the common” mea- 
ſures (of - wickedneſs \ ſo far ; that a3; there; is; no- 
ching -in-any.Hiſtoty like its. > when the” World 


is ſome-Ages older .( if ſuch an aQion be not an 


Omen that its end is near) - this will ſcarce gain 
creditz-but --be . looked -on as the” Tragical contri- 
_ vagice;of ifome deeply-Melancholy wit. Some 
Princes have been .by their prevailing Conquerors 
put to death, others have been aſſaſſinated by their 
own Subjects: But to ſee. a Soveraign Prince 
brought to the Pageantry: of a Mock-trial,. and by 
a Court, made up of his own SubjeAts. on a pre- 
tence” of Juſtice, ſentenced to loſe his life ; not in 
the corner "of ſome private Priton, but- in the 
chief City of his Dominions, and in the moſt emi- 
nent. place of it, is an evidence of the degeneracy 
of. the age we live in, that would dare to a& what 
in-former Apes.none would have cliouglt on? + - 

:. What:Phocas did to the Emperor Mauritiys is. the 
neareſt.parallel to it which Hiftory. offers, . but comes 
tar ſhort of matching it ; . for neither were. the 
Rights of the Roman Emperors derived by fo clear 
a Title, nor ſo long a. Deſcent as our. Royal Mear- 
#5r's were ;\and-ſo no wonder if thoſe who roſe b 

| the Sword did alſo fall by it. Nor did *Phocss > 
far affront Juſtice as to pretend to put his Maſter 
to'a Trial; and ' Mavritizs had''by ſb'baſe an ava- 
rice-expoſed fo many of his-Souldicrs'to be cur off, 
_and'uſed the' reſt- ſo il},* that no wonder they in 
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EE Orr (EP) 
their fury inſt him;were; guilty of fo-fobul a Con- 
| rom” . But how much more exquiſitely wicked 
was the crime we now remember, when a -Prince. 
E whoſe Piights were devolved on him, by ſo many 
Titles, the Britiſh, the Saxon; the Norman, and: 
the Scoriſþ; Races, baving all-united in him; who had. 
alſo 1n his whole Government ſhewed that deep 
ſenſe of Religion with a moſt tender regard to the 
good and gue of his Subjects) was againſt all 
the Rulesof Juſtice, and yet upon ſome colours of it, 
brought to fo publick a death. - But as Phocas. as 
baſely treacherous and wicked as he was, was moſt 
ignominioully and ſhamefully courted þy Pope Gre- 
gory the Great, who writes to him. in a ſtile of fo 
Imean and fervile flattery, that it juſtly, ſtains all the 
otner good Qualities of that Prelate... And, his. Suc-. - 
ceſſor Boniface did yet more meanly comply, and - . 
got himſelf declared by him the Univerſal Biſhop - 
of the Church. From which: we .may judge of 
that. See, by what arts they, are reſolved to. riſe 
and to. make uſe-of the work of men if they: can 
but ſerve their turn, So in this Regicide, Reli- 
gion was youched , and God appealed to. And 
andeed: .it / was. no wonder that theſe treated his 
—_— {5 coarſely, that; made fo bold: with 
God himſelf; as to pretend- he:-was their, Patron 
and warrant in what they did. - And perhaps if 
theſe aftors had as fully complied with him that 
d to be Chriſt's Vicegerent, as Phocas did, 
he had as-plainly- juſtified their ations, as Gregory 
and Boniface did, which might have ,been: far ra- 
ther looked for now, ' after all the opinions ſome 
.of their Emiſſaries : have broached, of murdering 
+. | * Princes, . 


he. with... *3 
ca 


VE ord 
Prinees, than = that time whe their corrufitions 
were NE «forthe; ad their ambition was. begin- 
ning to flyatSupretacy and Univerſal Juriſdetion, 

' But is all our work only to refle& with ſome 
horrour on this infamous aQtion ? have''we- no 
other -concern in this day ? The Collett tells. us, 
That the ſins of this Nation have been the cauſe 
which hath brought this heavy judgment upon ns. 
We alſo pray, That this our - land be. freed: from 
the wengeance- of his blood. And indeed had not 
our fins been great, fo that the cup of- our: mit! 
quittes was quite full, it could not have run: 
over in a tra# of a long Civil War, which 
brought along with it fo much blood-fhed, rape 
and cofiteript- of | all things facted ' and humane; 
and alt was compleated -1n - this crime, beyond 
which wickedneſs ebuld #o no” higher. Thoſe 
who were Þ' nobly and - generouſly Loyal. asto 
ſerve. his -late "Majeſty of 'moft blefſed- memory, 
do with a juft* glerying rejoice 'ift the refeAt 
on” their paſt "Scrvices3- Feb let: tne-:orave ldave 
fo offer even to therfi' how far''they: ought tobe 
concerned: in mourning and: faſting on this Occa- 
. ſion. Te was our contefypr- of God: and Rebigian, 
our” beirig © purely formal. in 0880 Religions: Wor- 
ſhip , our-fotgerttig -t6- ttkewwledde! ddd che 
Author 6f 6tir Peatt art Pletty;/ our abufing theſe 
by exceſs and riot; ther brought 'on'thoſt fad!arid 
unkeard of Judgwments-i - Among the. miuobabo- 
Ke words of 'the late / twyie- Were! Incendiabyriantl 
Tncendiarifm 7 Bit thoſe ware” theilproat\Fntcridia- 
ries that kindled Gods Wath,aod it is ffonl firth 
that”. we tmdy juſtly fr the likes; ov rathgr Reve- 
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rer judgments, if our fins now. be. greater than. 
they were then : "Therefore the lamenting and 
repenting of theſe fins, by which what is paſt 
may be forgiven, and what may be feared be pre- 
vented, being the proper work of this day ; I come 
now to conſider my Text, and what refie&tions may 
be drawn from it, though in a caſe ſo much 
without a precedent as this' 1s, 1t is not to be imagi- 
ned that a Text wholly pertinent can be pickt up. 
But we ſhall make the moſt of this we can, and 
conſider three things in it. 

Firſt, 'This King, whoſe Death was ſo much la- 


mented, and in what particulars he was a Parallel, 


and in what not, of our Royal Martyr. 

Secondly, What reaſon David with the reſt of the 
people of 1/ra:/ had to mourn for his Death, and 
how far that agrees with our caſe. 

Thirdly-, How they expreſſed their ſorrow, 
and how far their example calls on us to imi- 
tate it. EE | . 

For-the firſt, it was Sax! the Son of Kzſp, whom 
God had by the hands of Samwel deſigned to be King 
of Iſrael, for whom David had that reſpe&, that 
even when he' was moſt unjuſtly hunting his life, 


.yet he would not ſtretch forth his hand againſt him, 


{ceing he was the anointed of the Lord. And in this 
our Royal Martyr was his Parallel, ſince he was, 


by a tract of an undiſputed Succeſſion, that which 


Saul was | by immediate Revelation, the Lord's 
Anointed.  : And indeed he looked on himſelf as 
having his Authority from God, as will appear 
from the following inſtances, (which before I 
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Prince's Vertues ; for that were - both endleſs, 


' they being ſo many, and- needleſs, they being fo 


well known : But having by a great happineſs ſeen 
not a few (I may add hundreds of) Papers under 
his own Royal Pen ; I ſhall only now offer divers 
paſſages dfawn out of thoſe that will give ſome 
CharaQters of his - great Soul. | And as in the 
Indies, the Art of Painting 1s only the putting 
together little Plumes of ſeveral colours, 1n ſuch 
method as to give a repreſentation of what the 

deſign; which though it be but coarſe work 
yet the Colours are lively; ſo I can promiſe 


no exatt work, but true and lively Colours I - 


will offer, being thoſe mixed by our Martyr him- 
felf, though perhaps unskilfully ' placed by 'me. 


And as the Popiſh Legend tells of two Pictures - 


of our * Saviour done by himſelf, one -particularly 
which he left in Yeronica's Handkercher when 
he wiped *his face with it; ſfofrom the {wear 
of our Royal Martyr ſome Lineaments of his 
_ Face ſhall be offered. And to return to make 
good : the "character of oup late ''Soveraign,, he 
owned all his Authority -to be derived/from God ; 
and therefore in one of his Papers I find theſe 
words, . when he is acknowledging” the” great 
bleſings, and eminent proteftion he had received 
from the hands of the Almighty, he adds ;' To whons 
wve know Finger yield 4 dear account for 'avy breath 
of truſt, or failing of our duty towards our People. 
And” in another Popes refleEting on' the Demand 
concetning the/ Mlitie, he gives -the reaſon why 
he could not -confertt to'it- as t'was- propoſed: ; 
gh c Becauſe 
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not. enlarge on -the whole field of that Murdered 


" 
Becauſe thereby he wholly diveſted himſelf (as he tons 
ceived) of the power of the Sword intruſted to him 
by God and the Laws of the Lnad for the Protettion 
and Government of his People," thereby at once difin- 
heriting his Poſterity of that Right aud Prerogative 
of the Crown, which is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Kznely-Office, and ſo weakening Monarchy in this 
Kjnedom, that little more than the name and ſhadow 
of it will remain, In another Paper he expreſles 
his 'zeal to preſerve the Laws, as became Gods 
Vicegerent, in theſe words : 1f we wanted the Con- 
ſcience we cannot the diſcretion, to tempt God in 
an unjuſt quarrel, the Laws of our Kjngdom ſhall be 
ſacred to us, we ſhall refuſe no hazard to defend them, 
but fare we ſhall run none to invade them. And 
that Paper which is very long, he thus concludes, 


| God fo deal with us and our Poſterity, as we ſhall 


inviolably obſerve the Laws and Statutes of our 
Kijnedom, and the Proteſtations we have ſo often 
made for the Defence of the true Reformed Prote- 
ftant Religion, the Laws of . the Land, and the 
juſt Privileges and Freedom of Parliaments. 

From theſe Evidences it will appear what ſc- 
vere thoughts he had of the Obligations he lay 
under to Almighty God , from whom he had 
his. power, and to whom he. knew he was to 
give account of his Adminiſtration. 

'2, We find it is-faid of Sawd,. that afrer he 
was anointed, God gave him anotherheart, and. that 
meeting 'a company of Prophets he propheſied 
to the aſtoniſhment of thoſe that beheld him. 
How ' much of this Divine Spirit reſted on our _ 
Bleſſed -Martyr, all thoſe - Meditations 'which 
SON B 2 were 
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were his Exerciſes in his retirement do abun- 
. dantly declare. If by Sau/'s propheliying be 
meant the foretelling what- was to come, I meet 


ſomewhat very nearit from his' Royal Pen, Anzo_ 


1642. in a Letter, wherein he writes theſe 
words ; F have ſet up my reſt on the juſtice of my 
cauſe, being re(olved that no extremity" or misfortune 
ſhall make me yield; for I will either be a Glorious 
King, or a Patient Martyr; and as yet not being the 
firſt, and at preſent not apprehending the other, I 
think it now no unſit time r0 expreſs this my reſo- 
lution to you. A very overly obſerver will ſee 
much in theſe words, even without a Commeata- 
ry. Or, if by propheſying be to be underſtood an 
elevated way of truſting in God, and adoring 
him, then I ſhall add what I find under the ſame 
Sacred Pen, when he was at Newcaſtle, in a Let- 
ter to one of his SubjeAs : Know that T rather ex- 
pet# the worſe than the better event of things ;. be- 
ing reſolved ( by the Grace of God, and without the 
teaſt repining at him ) to ſuffer any thing that in- 
jury can put upon me, 'rather thay ſin againſt my. 
Conſcience, And in another Letter, Now for the 
fad conſequences I know no ſo good antidote as a good 
Conſcience, which by the Grace of God IT will Moe ve 
whatever elſe happen to me. = 
A third: CharaQter we have of Saul is that he 


was. very.:careful to prote& his: SubjeQs when in 


danger; as appears both by. his haſte 'to relieve 
Jabiſh-Giliad, when ſore put to it by the King 
of Ammon, and by his engaging againſt the Phz- 
liftines with ſo. much Perſonal danger to- him- 
#lf_ and. ys: Family. _ Now. what. our +Martyr's 
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zeal for proteQting his SubjeCts was, (I ſpeak not 
of his care in proteCting the oppreſſed Proteſtants 
in Germany and France, which I leave to the Hi- 
ſtorians) I ſhall make appear from the follow- 
ing Evidences. What vaſt Conceſſions he made 
to his Native Kingdom every body knows ; and. 
therefore he concluded a Paper he ſigned on his 
Pacification with them in theſe words : 4nd as 
we have juſt reaſon, to believe that to our peaceable 
and well-affetted SubjeiFs this will be ſatisfaffory ; 
ſo we take God and the World to witneſs that what- 
ever Calamities ſhall enſue by our neceſſitated ſup- 
preſſing of the Inſolencies of ſuch as ſhall conti- 
ue in their diſobedient Courſes, is. not occaſioned 
by us, but by their own procurement. And in a 
Letter to one of his Commiſſioners, there he 
writes : But if the madneſs of our Subjetts be 
ſuch, that they will not reſt ſatisfied with what we 
have given you power to condeſcend to ; which yot- 
withſtanding all their Inſolencies we ſtill allow you 
fo make good to them; We take God to witnefi that 
what miſery ſoever fall to that Country hereafter, it 
is no fault of ours but their own procurement, And in 
another Letter at that ſame time : We take God to 
witneſs we have permitted them 10 do many things for 
eſtabliſhing of Peace contrary to our own judgment. 
How far he complied with their moſt unreaſonable 
deſires to. the very great diminutions of his Royal 


Authority is well enough known. 


When he ſaw them inclined*to engage in the 
Civil War in this Kingdom, he left no mean un- 
eſlayed to ſatisfie even all their jealouſies and fears ; 


and therefore in' a Paper under his own- Pen he 


writes 
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writes theſe words : We do conjure all our good Sub- 
jetts of that our Native Kyngaom, by the long, hap-' 
Py and uninterrupted Government of - ns,. and our 
Royal Progenitors over them, by the memory of thoſe 
many large aud publick Bleſſings they enjoyed nnder 
Onur dear Father, by thoſe ample favours and: benefits 
they have received from us, not to ſuffer themſelves 
ita be miſled and corrupted in their affetions and duty 
to ms by the cunning malice and induſtry of theſe In- 
tendiaries. ; TY | | CEN 
"And when he heard thoſe diſmal news of 
that moſt barbarous Rebellion in Trelard, - with 
hat zeal he ſet about'the ſending relief tro them 
ay appear 'from the following words of one of 
his Letters to one in his Native Kingdom after he 
had lamented the miſeries and aflitions, to which - 
his good Subjefts. in Ireland were reduced through the 
inhumane and unheard-of cruetties of the Rebels there ; 
and had regrated' the delays of ſending fupplies to 
them through the diſtraQtions of Exgland ; he adds: 
So that if Tank extraordinary courſe be not taken for 
their preſent ſupply, it is not like their miſeries will end 
ſooner than their days. "Therefore he required them 
to haſte, the ſending over their Forces, afſuring 
them, Thar'if the Parliament of England did not 
punQually -pay them, he would- engage his own 
;Revenue,. rather than delay ſo good and fo ne- 
ceſlary a work; and that he would ifſue out, ſuch 
Warrants under the Great. 'Seal of Ezzland, and 
grant all their other defires which in reafon could 
be demanded for the advancement of it. And 
after . that, ſeeing that work went on flowly, he 
.was reſolved to have gone in perſon to” have _ 
rie 
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ried it on more vigorouſly, and to' tive; ha- 
zarded himſelf, that he might. preſerve his Peo= 
ple. But finding that Reſolution .gave great Jea- 
ouſies to thoſe who cenſured him, whatever he 
did, he gave it over. = 
How careful he was to prevent a Rupture in 
this Nation, ,not only his great Conceſſions prove, 
but bis conſtant offers of Freaty,” even when things 
went proſperouſly with him, do demonſtrate, 
therefore refleCting on this in a Paper ( under his 
own Pen) he writes; We denied not any thing, 
but what by the known Law was unqueſtionably our 
own ; we earneſtly deſired and preſſed a Treaty, that 
fo we might but know” at what price we might prevent 
the miſeries and deſolations that was threatned ; but 
' this mas abſolutely and ſcornfully refuſed and. rejeded. 
And in a Meſlage, which though it was never 
ſeat, yet remains under 'his hand, he writes: theſe 
words : And zov he conjures. his two Houſes of 
Parliament as they are Engliſhmen, Chriftians and 
lovers of Peace, by the duty they owe their Kjne, 
and by the bowels of Compaſſion they have towards 
their fellow-ſubjetts,” that they will accept of theſe offers, 
whereby the joyfal news of Peare-may be again reftored 
to this langitſhins Kjngdom. RD DE 
' - And thus far the Parallel of Saul and onr Mars 
i'd Kzjng hath held good, but now they muſt de» 
part from one another; and it ſhall appear how 
our late Sovereign was on many accounts hugely 
preferrable to the King lamented 'in my Text ;: yet 
T ſhall name one particular ia which Sau/ had the 
better of him. - : | 


Saul 
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_- Saul had by his. raſh Oath endangered -Jaue- 
thas's life, which he ſeemed reſolved to' execute, 
but the earneſt interceflions of his People prevail- 


bs 
- 


> 


ed on. him to change theſe his ſevere. and cruel 


reſolutions. But alas ! our Martyr having firmly 
reſolved to fave a perſon he . judged innocent, 
and clear of the Treaſon charged on him, did, to 
comply - with; the moſt prefling deſires of his Peo- 
pics conſent to the putting him to death : We have 

n' his fault -and. the ſpecious colours that led 
bim'to-it, next let me. lay before. you his Repen- 
tance, expreſſed by himſelf ..in a . Letter, Anno 
1642. One thing more, which, but for the Meſſen- 
ger, were. too much to truſt to Paper, the. failing to 
one friend hath indeed gone very near me , where- 
fore. I am reſolved that no ſbto' Fart whatſoever 
ſhall ever make me do the like upon this ground, 1 
am.. certain that God hath either ſo totally forgiven 
me, that he mill” ſtill bleſs this good cauſe. in ay 
hands, or that all my 'puniſpment ſhall be in this 
world, which without performing what 1 have -reſol- 
wed, I cannot flatter my ſelf will end here, And he 


ends that Letter:thus : Beſide generoſity, .to. which 1 


pretend alittle, my. Conſcience will make me ſtick to 

my Friends, How deep his ſenſe of that fin, how 
great his apprehenſions of the Judgments of God, 
and how .true his notion of Repentance was, can- 


WW 


But for this one advantage, the Kang in my 


Text had of th King of the Day, we {hall find 
many great and noble CharaGters in which he ex- 
celled him. 


And 


__ eaſily appear upon the firſt hearing theſe. 
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And firſt, Saul pretended ſome zeal for God, 
he built an Altar for him; he honoured Samxel,; 
his Prophet, he went and deſtroyed the Amale- 


kites ; but when it might. ſerve his turn he did 


not ſtick to diſobey God, he ſaved Agag, and 
much of the Spoil of the Amalckites, pretending 
it was preſerved for offering Sacrifices. He had 
not patience to ſtay for Ty but did- facrile- 
gioully ofter the Sacrifice himſelf, But our Mar- 


tyr did not only expreſs great regard to God in 


his .Proſperity, by many high marks of his zeal 
and conſtant attendance on the Worſhip of God ; 
his great efteem © of all worthy and deſerving 
Churchmen, - and his Royal Bounty to the ad- 


vancing all pious and religidus purpoſes : But by 


his conſtant and firm adhering- to thoſe Rights of 
the Church, and to all he ro. ed | himſelf bound 
in Conſcience to maintain ; therefore- it was that 
he did chooſe to bear the greateſt dangers rather 
than. ſin againſt his :Conſcience. -' When the 'vio- 
lence of his Native Subjeds againft the Order of 


\ Biſhops had brought things to that paſs that it could 


not be- maintained without much Blood and-Con- 
fuſion, he judged that God loved: mercy better 
than facrifice, did give way to their. fury ; but 
with that tender- care that became a Man of fo 
ſevere and exaQt a Conſcience ; and this ſhall ap- 
pear by ſqmne Evidences I go tomention. Having 
ſigned. a Paper of Concefſions, wherein -he had u-: 
{ed the word, it pleaſed him, refleQting on the im- 
portance of that, - he wrote the following words 
ina Letter to him that had the managing of that 
Buſineſs :. © muſt deſire yy fo alter one mord, m 
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I (bonld not be thought 'to defire the eboliſhing of that 
hy rex re yg photo and nit x En- 
gland. Now the word content expreſſes enough my 
conſent to have them ſurceaſe for the preſent. But © 
the word, pleaſed, mtthinks imports as much as if 
T deſired them to take them away, or, . at leaſt, that 
 T were well pleaſed they ſhould do fo : But I leave 
it to yaur ordering; ſo that you make it be clearly un- 
derſtood that though I permit, yet I would be better 
pleaſed they tet them alone. And in the InftruQti- 
ons he gave his Commiſſioner for conſenting to 
the abolition of the Order of Biſhops, he- wrote 
thus ; Carry the Diſputes ſo, that the Concluſion 
ſeers not to be made in prejudice of Epiſcopacy as 
walawful,. but only in ſatisfattion to the People, and 
' for ſetling the preſent diſorders, and ſych other rea- 
ſons of State. And he. likewiſe ordered him to 
take care, That Epiſcopacy. ſhould. not be abjured as 4 
point of Popery, contrary to God's Law, or the Bro- 
teſtant Religion. And at the ſame: time, in & 
Eetter to the Primate of that Church, he wrote 
thus: We do aſſure -_ that it ſhall be ſtill. ane of 
aun - chiefeſt' ſtudies how ta rettifie and eftabliſh the 
Government of that Church aright. And he adds a 
little after, Tow mey reſt ſecure, that: though per- 
haps, we: give way. for the preſent to that: mbich ; will 
be prejudicial, both to the Church: and our awnGovern- 
ment; po on well: not: leave thinking iv: tigye bow ta 
reweay bath. i. 114i Bord 5 hogs; 

- Aﬀtet God: itt-his; wile and-holy, though to us 
- Unaccountable Counſels, . d - the Rebelliqus 

Arms.of his: Enemies fo. far to: prevail; that ng- 
thing did promiſe any hopes.of his. being dE" 
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— (15) 
ed on his Throne, but the conſenting to all"the 
demands of thoſe in whoſe hands he had taſt him« 
ſelf, then did the ſtrit care he had to keep 4 
good Conftience appear, by his hazarding all things 
rather than endanger his inward quiet ; and there- 
ot he told m_ 8 That when he was ſatisfied in his 

Conſcience with the lanfulneſs of what t red, 
thew, but net till then, could be - ae- 
mands ; and was willing to enter in conference 
with any they would appoint about theſe two 
Points, the one being the Divine Appointment of - 
Biſhops, and the other his being obliged to defend 
them by his Oath of Corenation. : And the Account 
_ of one of-his Difcourſes I have ſeen, is thus : That 
he would run the hazard of all his Crowns below, 
rather than endanger that above ; and that though the 
quiet of his Kjngdoms, and the ſettlement of his 
Throne were very vatuable, yet the Peace of his Con- 
ſcience muſt be preferred by him to all things. And 
in-a- Diſcourſe he had, which he wrote with his 
own Pen, he uſed theſe words : Not #o ftay you too 
long npon ſo unpleaſing a ſubjet; T aſſure you that 
nothing but the preſervation of that which is dearer 
to me than my life, could have hindered me from gis 
wing you full ſatisfattion ; for, npon my word, all 
the dangers. and inconvenienties which you have laid 
before me, 'do not ſo much trouble me, as that I can- 
not give full ſatisfattion to the defires of my Native 
Coumry; eſfpetially, being ſo earneſtly preſſed upon 
me : And yet here again I mu#t vl you ( for in this 
raſe repetitions are not impertinent) that I do not 
groe you 4 denial ; nay, .I proteft againit. "it, and re» 
" member it u* your rg. that 65.1770." be: _ 
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And in -anorher. Paper he ſent to thoſe that go- 

> — verned then' in- his | Native Kingdom , he writes 

E - - theſe -words: If it be ſo clear, as you believe, that 
Epiſcopacy is unlawful, I doubt not but God ſhall ſo en- 
lighten mine eyes, that Tſball ſoon perceive it ; and then 
promiſe you to concur with you fully in matters of Re- 
ligion ; and- therefore he ſubjoins, He hopes they would 
not preſs hims to- do-: that which was yet againſt: his 
Conſcience, until he might do it without ſinning. 
And he concluded that Paper with 'a Poſtſcript 
to the Miniſters :: That he hoped they, as Minti- 

> | fters of Gods Word, monld nor preſs upon him un- 
fimeouſly the matter | of © Church-government , until 
(he - adds). 1. may have leiſure tobe + ſo perſwaded, 
that I may comply. with what they deſire without 
-breach of Conſcience ; which I am confident they, as | 
Church-men, cannot. preſs me to do. , And in theſe | 
conſcientious Reſolutions he was ſo firm, that in 1 
a private Letter he writes thus : For Gods ſake do 
not ſo much as expett, much leſs linger after any 
other or further .matter from me; for upon the 
faith of a Chriſtian you ſhall have no more than 
what i now laid before you. And in anorher Let- 
ter: ' As for. your. Covenant, when, and not before, 
that T ſball be ſatisfied in; my Conſcience that I ma 
allow it, F wilt, He going on grounds. ſo ftri 
and well-plealing to God, it was no wonder. he v8; 
maintained that ſerenity of: mind, that when he 
got. Letters that. told, him how'he was to be 
uſed; © being engaged at Cheſs, he continued to | 
play after: he had read his Letters, without ſhew | 
.of. any commotion or-. diſturbance, which I -have 

ſeen under the hand - of. an eye-witneſs. :. And - 
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the Month of March, : before his' Martyrdom, 
when he was almoſt out of all. hopes ; yet he 
would not depart from / theſe Chriſtian Reſolu- 
tions, which -] find thus/cxpreffed by-his own. 
Pen :: For any enlargement concerning Church-affairs 
T deſire you not to expert it from me, for ſuch ex- 
pettations have been 'a great cauſe of this my Rood 
condition, which I aſſure 'you. I am. ſtill. reſolved ra- 
ther to ſuffer than to wrong my Conſcience or Hos» 
our, which I muſt ap if T enlarge' my ſelf -any 
thing in theſe points. Theſe are. ſome of the true 
Charatters of - a Defender: of the Faith; of. one 
that did- approve himſelf to be! under.: God: and 
Chriſt, the Supreme. over the Church,: and of one 
that was indeed fitted to bear all things, rather 
than fin againſt God or his Conſcience. | 

2. Another Character of. Sasl .is his cruelty, 
which was ſo enraged ' that. he: ſpared. neither 
Son-in-law * nor Son; but threw . his :darts at them 
to have killed them, and his cruelty. againſt. Da- 
vid was alſo joined with perftidy and. breach of 
truſt ;* for. after he:had given him the moſt fa- 
cred aſſurances, he: ſtill continued .to- purſue. him, 
and cauſed to: be:mardered fourſcore and' five 
Prieſts for *the pretended fault of: one. which he 
'believed\ upon the relation of an.:Edomite. ..Þhis 
'was ' a fat both ſo cruel and ſo 1mpious; . that 
'he: could find none: to execute«it,. butithat uncir- 
'cumcifed © Alien, and; all this was the: effe&t of 
'that \evil Spirit was let looſe upon him, when by . 
-his fins he had driven away: the good Spirit of 
God: + But our- Royal Martyr :did -daily. ſhew 
-more ” and" more-Evidences of. a truly. Divine and 
G Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Spirit : What full: Indemnity' and Obli- 
vion did he offer his Enemies ! - even. though they 
would not allow -any Indemnity to. his -Friends. 
And how much he was _ all crop] E:&: | 
vere practices, may: appear from theſe Eviden- 
ces; one is under Thc-s hand, in theſe words: 
The preſent diftraitions about Religion are ſo great, 
and of that. nature, that perſwaſion 4s well as power 
muſt be uſed to reſtore that happy tranquillity which 
the Church - of England hath lately and miſerably 
loft; for certainly. violence and perſecution" never 
was. nor 'will be found a right way to ſettle peoples 
Conſciences. And this went fo far with hun, as 
to give him, a ftrong averſion to the executing 
uy Laws againſt even the Emiſlaries of 
Rome, which I find he thus expreſſes in a. Paper 
written with his own Pen : Concerning Goodman 
the Prieſt, the reaſon why I reprieved him is, that, 
a ' T am informed, neither Queen Elizabeth, or 
my Father, did ever allow that any Prieft in their 
* times was executed meerly for Religion.; which to me 
feems to be | this particular caſe ; yet ſecing. I am 
preſſed by both : Houſes to give: way to his Execution, 
becauſe I will svoid the inconvenience of giving ſo 
great a diſcontentment toi'my people, as 1 perceive 
this. mercy may produce, I remit this particular caſe 
to both Houſes ;. but I defire you to take unto your 
ferious comfuleration' the tncomventences which, as 1 
conceive, may' upon this occaſion: fall upon my Subjeits 
«nd: other Proteftants abroad; eſpecially fince it may 
ſeem. to other States to be 4 ſeverity with ſurprize ; 
which I, having thas repreſented, do” think my ſelf 
aiſcharged' from" all ill: confequentts, that. may enſue 
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EE. (19) 
wpon the execution of this perſow. Por his fidelity 
in obſerving his Treaties, I have already in ano- 
ther branch of this Diſcourſe mentioned - ſome 
paſſages that. ſhew how religiouſly he reſolved 
to obſerve them ; and his refuſing to- ſerve his 
Intereſts by promiſes, which how uſeful ſoever 
they might have been to him, yer ſince he could 
not. with a good Conſcience obſerve them, he 
would not make them, ſhews how ſacred he ac- 
counted all his Promiſes ; and his offering to quit 
the command of the M;/:tia, either for a determi- 
nate number of years, or for his whole life 
ſhews how carefully: he intended to obſerve al 
he promifed; fince he was willing to- give. ſuch 
a ſecurity, ' which as it- was ſtrong; ſo it dimini- 
ſhed+ his Authority in the moſt tender and moſt 
ſacred part of it. | 
'T. ſhall to theſe add only one inſtance. When 
he ſaw thoſe of his Native Kingdom' engaging in 
the War againſt him, \in this Kingdom, 'it is obvj- 
ous enough how much the ſecuring Berwick might 
| have advanced his ſervice, and his Armies in the 
North could” eatily have'done it'; yet'fince by the 
Treaty with that Kingdom. it! -was not tobe par- 
riſoned ; fo religiouſly did he obſerve the'Freaty, 
_ that he would not put a Garriſon init : But thar 
fidelity was not minded by thofe who confpired a- 
aint kim,” who did, horwirhftanding! the Treaty, 
Ein the. place; upon” which occaſion he wrote 
what, follows: ©Vs "induſtry hitherto! could have -{ 
far. prevailed' with us 43 to have gained' any belief 
that our Seotch-Subjetts would tounteninice-, ' much 
leſs affiſt this bloody Rebellion" is England'y yet ws 
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kngw #0: how t6 undertand "the levying Forces both. 
Foot. and -\ Horſe within our Native Kingdom, and . 
their) entering 'the, Town of | Berwick in .au hoſtile 
FANNY: p, Jo moſt *malicions: Enemies muſt bear .us 
witneſs, how, religiouſly we have, obſerved theſe Artz- 
cles 0n 'onr part ; whereas, if we had not been more 
tender, than the \adviſers of this breach have been, of 
the Publitk Faith, it is obvious .to any how eaſily we 
could have: ſecured that Town, from all Rebels. And 
after he -had refuted 'the Pretence - they -made uſe 
of, he adds: - Such then as ſhall ſhelter themſeclues 
under that pretext,- will find from thence but a ſlender 
warrant before God. who knows the integrity of our 
heart ,--;4and how jinviolably; we' intend to prejerve all 


. 
_— 


' that: wit. have granted that Kingdom, ſo . long: as. they 


[uffer themſelves to: be capable, of our Protettion,' and 
thoſe favours. He likewiſe wrote .in another Let- 
ter-/at” that; ſame time theſe 'wards:, Such high #n- 
dignities to.-ns,; and 0, 0ur Authority make us Teliews 
they have: forgot they have a:Kjng, 'and their Oaths 
in preſerving" us in our _juſt power, as their King. 
But | God: will diſcover and puniſh ſuch undutiful 
chonghts, aw: cloſely. ſuever they be clouded with pres 
texces of: ſafety to Rehigion.' and Liberty,” which they 
know 'will'-be :ever' dearer t0 us than our own preſer- 
<; _ And-to cloſe up this Parallel, Su/,. when. in 
danger, - betogk., hamielf to the baſeſt Arts, and 
went -to' the' Witch at Ender, ,to.ask:;Reſpoſes about 
the -eyent\ of that. Battel\he was to give the Phj- 
liftines, . not - conſidering how . he had provoked God 
to withdraw his  prote&tion- from him ;. and that 


a, the powers. of Hell,1and, evil ſpirits were no 
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longer able to preſerve him; and having got a 
fad anſwer to his over-curious Queſtion, (the com- 
mon - fate. of all. who will by theſe forbidden 
Arts thruſt into the ſecrets of the Divine Coun- 
cels,) we Yfind him wofully faint-hearted , fore 
afraid, fall at on the ground and refuſe-to eat. And 
after that fatal Batre] he had neither the courage 
to out-live it, nor the ſtrength to finiſh his deſperate 
deſign upon himſelf ; but after he. had fallen on his 
own Sword, he called an Amalekite to compleat 
that Self-murder, which he begun by his falling 
on his Sword, and finiſhed by thefe cruel Orders 
he gave. Bur nothing of all this belongs. to 'our 
Royal Martyr, who depended on God, and ſubmit- 
' ted to his will in the courſe of all his Councels; 
both of Peace and War; And when it pleaſed 
God for the puniſhment of his People, to expoſe 
him to the malice and Co—_ his Enemies, 
, even then he proved more than Conquerour ; 
and according to the proſpect he had of it long 
before, he was a Patient Martyr : Nor did he ex- 
eſs the leaft meanneſs of ſpirit when brought 
loweſt; he would neither give up the Rights of the 
Church nor the Crown , of People nor -Parlia- ' 
ments, to their inſulting pride, who trampling on 
all Laws Sacred and Humane, had made them- 
ſelves: the facrilegious Maſters of his Perſon and 
Power. : And as he was not. cowardly or languid 
under all his misfortunes, ſo he maintained his Au- 
thority as long as he was able, and did not faintly 
deſpond , nor abandon his own Rights, or the 
ProteQtion of his People. But this- leads me to 
the ſad part' of my Diſcourſe, wherein I am to 
D compare 
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compare the Reaſons we . have for . mourning, 
with theſe Devid and the People  of.. 1/rae! had 
on this Occaſion , and it will be eaiily allowed, 
ours muſt be by ſo much the greater, . by low 
much our Royal Martyr did exceed their King, 
which hath -been demonſtrated in the Parallel I 
have given. |  aeobaics 
Firſt, This Kings Death was lis own: Deed; - 
and though the Victory his Enemies got, -drave 
him to that deſpair, yet none of the People were 
of acceſſion to it : and for the Amalekzte (if his. re- 
lation was true) as it was an Alien from their Com- 
monwealth that did it ; ſo Sau/ was well ſerved 
for not deſtroying the Amalekites, as Samuel. had 
commanded him ; therefore they. had.no particular 
tcalon to be ſorry, but. only becauſe they had loſt a 
King, who as he - was none of the. worlt, ſo he 
was far from being one of: the beſt Princes. Perhaps 
David had ſome more: reaſon to fait and mourn, 
and as his Conſcience did before accuſe him for 
' Eutting of the Hem of. his -Garmeat ; ſo. now 
the Arms he bare againſt him did trouble ;his 
Conſcience. 9d 3 pro ab; wa 
For though much may be. ſaid -for David 
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«ajuſtly and - perfidiouſly- uſed | by, Sav/-; be had 
kept : | heloat iv 
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of ils ations ; yet his Army beiog. made. up.of _ 


men diſtreſſed, in debt, and difcontented, is a 
ſhrewd Indication, that the Cauſe was not over- 
good when he had ſuch a following. Beſides, his 


going to live at Gath with the Uncircumciſed, his 


cutting off the Amalekites, and pretending to_4- 
chiſþ that he had deſtroyed his own People by. an 
_unjuftifiable deceic; . and” finally his going out 
with the Armies of the Phili/zves, and protefling 
a great deſire to fight againſt the Enemies of Achiſb, 
who were no other but Sew, his natural liege- 
Lord, and. the Armies of 1/rae! (wherein he ei- 
ther ated ws very on yon mage or oy really re- 
ſolye to have engaged. again em) are things 
ſo manifeſtly contrary to the Laws of God; ns 
they give a ftirang preſumption, that the whole 
buſineſs of his taking Arms was contrary to Law 
and Religion. . But I ſhall not enter further into 
the: Diſpute, and ſo leave it ; inclining rather to 
believe, that .Davias Conſcience did accuſe him 
of having failed in his Duty to Saw. 

But after all this our Caſe is much more juſtly de- 
plorable, who did not loſe our King by the pre- 
vailing power of a Hoſtile Invafion, but by the 
unnatural hands of his own Subjeats, who were 
(both by: the tye of Subjettion, | by. their Oaths of 
Allegiance, which many of them had {worn , and 
by their conſtant profeſſions. of fighting for the 
King,” and -in defence of his. Authority, as _ 
gave. it out, . for training in the multicade by ſo 
deceitful a' bait) tyed to the prefervation Is 
perſon, and yet did waſh their hands mm his blood; 


Fat 


and by their pretending Religion and Juſtice, in a_ 
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F:I ſo contrary to both, -did -( as much as in them 
lay) bring the fouleft imputations, on both that 
could be. How- did this open the mouths of the 
EY” Adverſtties of our Religion, ( whom we had juſt-- 
ly charged for their ſeditious and treaſonable Do- 

ines ) to inſult 'over us? but without all cauſe : 
for as all the reaſons:pretended, were but upon the | 
matter the ſame with thoſe their DoCtors have od hd 

publiſhed, allowing but a ſmall change; ſo thoſe 

4 of our true and ſoundly reformed Church did abo- 
A minate ſd fout a' Crime, with all poſſible horror ; 
. EL. and; as was moſt juſt,. did-both in publick and pri- 
. vate declare againſt it; and with a generous and 
: truly Chriſtian conſtancy, endured Sequeſtrations, 
Impriſoaments, andevery thing which that inſult- 
ing. Power put them to, rather than comply with fo 
vilean Action, and its vile Actors. + | 
But to all this it may be faid, Let theſe mourn | 
who were of acceſſion .to -it, that: concerns not 
us. To which I muſt Anſwer, That ſuch publick 
Crimes leave a guilt upon the whole Nation, 
which therefore muſt be expiared with a publick 
univerſal Repentance. And if in the Law of 
Moſes Ged declared, that blood was a crying ſin 
which called to Heaven for vengeance, and there- 
fore when a- Murder was diſcovered ,.. and the | 
Murderef was not known, there was to be a Sacri-. {| + 
fice for the whole People to expiate the guilt ; | 
how much more in .a Crime, attended -with. ſo 
many foul and- black Circumſtances, ought. we 
by earneſt Prayers to ſtudy to avert theſe Judgments, 
which we may but too juſtly apprehend * 
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«- And'to this let me add, That there are not fo 
many innocent as thoſe, perhaps, imagine ; for as 
David here did (it is probable) charge him- 
ſelf for arming againſt *the Lord's Anointed ; ſo 
whar reaſon have theſe -who engaged” in 'Oppo- 
ſition, and Armsto our Royal Martyr,- to charge 
' and judge themſelves, that they be not judged of 
the Lord ; who not being fatisfied with thoſe great 
and large Conceſſions, he freely and willingly 
offered, did purſue his Perſon. and Life - in the 
Field ; after which it was'no wonder others karn- 
ed to purſue him to the Scaffold. May not the one 
be faid to have killed the- King that robbed him 
of his Revenue, Power and Authority, and every 
thing was neceflary for the maintenance 'of the 
Royal Dignity ;' whereas the other did but mur- _ 
ther Charles, after he was fpoiled of his Royal- Po- 
wer, and the Government taken out of his hands : 
Though in a formal-Pageantry Writs were iſſued in 
his Name. And thus we 6nd the grounds of -our 
| mourning grow larger, and take, or rather call in, 
more mourners, | * LEP 
- But in fine, by another advance, a great many 
-more will be comprized within ' this'Duty, even 
all thoſe who did: not with the moſt vigorous op- 
poſition was poſſible prevent this' barbarous Regi- 
\ cide; : which made a foreign Hiftorian, giving 
- account of it, ſay, It was a: wonder how Exglif 
»en could;look on . and -behold fo' barbarous and 
unexampled:a Crime Where were 'the hearts: and: 
hands of the brave Exg/;ſh,” whoſe loyal and noble 
valour appearing on this occaſion, had been a Sub-- 
je& to be celebrated: by - all the higheſt and- moſt” 
< | | grateful - 
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ateful Remembrances Poſterity- eould dedicate to 
> lorions an aCtion? Did a pulillanimous fear 
freez their courage, when their Head was thus 
ſtruck at? Did the care. of their Fortunes prevail, 
when :they: could expect no-longer to live ſecure 
in-the' Poſſeſſion of any of their Rights, when all 
was in this one ACt unhinged ? Did the atrocity 
of the Fa& aſtoniſh them ſo, that they were not 


recovered out of. this amazing fſurprize till it was 


too late ? Or did. the ſuddenneſs of the. Crime pre- 
vent their diligence? Or were they ſo charitable 
to their Countrymen as not' to think any could be 
capable of committing this Crime, till they were 
convinced of .it, by an unanſ{werable Argument ? 
yet all- theſe 7 Sorry wo or excuſes will not ſerve 
turn, they ſhould have put all to hazard when 
they-ſaw the Cale ſo deſperate, and all like \to- þe 
loſt. And thus it appears many are concerned t0 
mourn. on this Occafion, who perhaps. think them- 


ſelves far from any guilt. 


_ Finally, ' there be yet others Concerned who 
( may be) do not ſo much as imagine how it 
may come to their door, and theſe be the preſent 
Generation, who: either. were: not born then, - or at 
leaſt - of that age: that nothing could be expected. 


| fromthem ; but even they muſt conſider that God 


viſits the ſins of 'the Fathers upon the Children ; 
and though no Child is guilty of his Fathers Fa, 
unleſs he-concurred in it, ' or did afterwards, ap» 
prove it,. yet many *times the Judgments: of Gad 
18 Temporal things do -overtake them for their 
Fathers Faults ; which is -no- more. unjuſt than for 
the Law to deny the Child: any of the Privilege 
CILIA Ts, | of 


_ C27) Lan 
of. Subjes for: the Fathers Faults. ..From-all this 
then it will appear how. much more. reaſon, wehave 
to. mourn,  than:the. Peaple, of {{rae{. had on; this 
occalion, who have {( to the ſcore and. infulg 
of - our Enemies) been one way or other ſo gene- 
rally guilty-ia the Death of fo religious and pious a 
Freak... of 6 6 ner 
2. But the People of 1/rae/ had. this great. allay 
to their grief that they had a Prince deſigned by 
God for the Succeſſion, who had given ſuch ap- 
roved Evideaces of his great Piety,. Wiſdom, Vas 
our,, and Conduct, that. their Goverament; was 
preſently. to take a ſettlement ; thougy 1t - 15; true 
Abner \et up Iſbboſheth, Saul's Son, who was fol- 
lowed by all 1/7ae/, only Judah, . Dawid's. own ' 
'Tribe, adhered to him : But this was after two 


| Years War decided, and all. 1/rae/ received, David 


for their King ; and ſtill the;Goverament was ſtea- 
dy and even, and therefore they had not that reaſon: 
to aflict them which we had on the occaſion we 
now remember, di | £5 

. It is rue the right. .of Succeſſion was clear and 


undiſputed, | but thaſs who ; killed . che Father, 


contiaued. their Crunes by purſuing, the Son, and. 
not only driving him from fp Rights,. but wh 
one of the, Tries of our 1ſracl, even'.that which 
juſtly glories 1n;.a nearer Tavereſt, in.qur Spyereign's: 
Parlor. had adhered. hor bio: and crowned: ihims: 
though SLY _unzuſtifiable: reſerves, x As 
DALI8f hath ia the, Fathers Blogd, ghyrftlike- 
wile tor the; Son's, and carried the War. iato that 
Kingdom.y, FR wheoyths Righteous Heir, of, gu: 
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carnal Wiſdom, and the care of Mens Lives and' 
Eſtates ptevail/ over © thoſe ſtrong tyes of: Loyalty 
and SubjeCtion ; "God having reſerved the eſftabliſh- 
him 'on his Father's Throne to his own imme- 
tate Arm ; wherein there ſhould be a clear deCla- 
ration of his wiſe-and wonderful Providence, | in 
turning about the hearts of the Nation to' him; 
ſo that ro Pofterity it will be a Problem, which of 
the two is the more aſteniſhing, either the Rebelli- 
on-againſt the Father, or the recalling the Son, and 
that ſome of the very ſame perſons ſhould have 
been inftrumental in both, by the latter ation ex- 
prefling *thgir- true and fincere Repentance for the 
former. 

But alas! the rel was long ; it was not. 
only a Two Years War, like that betwixt Sas!'s 
Son and David, but a Ten Years Thraldom ; 
' wherein thoſe that had complained of ſome ſmall 
incroachments on Liberty before, did totally over- 

turn all the Freedoms both of Parliament and Peo- 
- ple; bur to colour this a little, gave a large and 
| unreſtrained Liberty in matters of Religion, by 

which 'all ſenſe of Order and Regular Govern- 
ment, being quite caſt off, .many by the Cuftom 
of an aboatalic Lawleſnels, became habitually 
Sons of Belial; and as Heifers unaccuſtomed to the. 
- cannot again be brought under theſe neceſ- 
Reſtraints and Regularitics of Religion and 
Law: Nay, which is worſe, though but thie ef- 
fe of the former, man y yo and extrava- 
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and ungoverned Practices of many -pretenders to 
Religion, who were viſibly advancing their own 
Deſigns under the colours of Piety ; they came to 
imagine Religion was only a pretence by which 
ambitious- men carried on their own Ends; and 
the many Subdiviſions and different Parties they 
_ obſerved about matters of Religion, made- them 
alſo judge there could be no certainty where there 
was ſo much debate and diſpute. And to all this 
may be added, that by Oaths - and counter- 
Oaths, which they ofter took, ( having paſſed 
from the Oath of Allegiance to the Covenant, and 
from that to the Engagement) their Conſciences 
became ſeared, and paſt feeling ; or, being much 
wounded by ſuch ſwearing, to avoid the ſmart of 
that, they took themſelves to theſe curſed arts of 
getting quiet in their impious Practices, by throw- 
ing off all ſenſe of God and Religion, and ſetting 
up profeſſedly for Atheiſm ; which is ſo natural a 
reſult of what has been ſaid, that I think it cannot 
be doubted to have ſprung from it. And-hither- 
to I ſuppoſe it_ is unqueſtionably clear, - that we 
have much more reaſon to lament the matter now 
before us, than thoſe had who are in my Text. - 
' 3. And nowTIadvance to the third and laſt Part 
of my 'Diſcourſe, to conſider what this mournin 
was, and what ours ought to- be; they upon ſo 
ſad. news and ſo great a loſs, were both very ten-- 
derly affeQted forthe Death of a wy; hr had ſo 
many good Qualities, that he being dead they had 
reaſon- to forget his bad ones ; the loſs alſo of fo 
noble a Prince as Jonathan, ( who may juſtly paſs 
for one of the braveſt _—_ and the moſt gene- 
; ; rous 
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rous Friends that eyer was ): could not but be. very 
| fad, eſpecially to Davida, whoſe Friendſhip wit 

Fonathan was ; beyond. what is either in Hi» 
tory or Romance., and, as hitherto all the gene- 
rous parts of the Friendſhip were on Forathas's 
ſide, though we find David's returns were as ten- 
. der, and rather more ; for at their parting, when 
their. mutual Friendſhip ſet them both a-crying,it is 
 faid, David exceeded. But, now when David was to 


have made returns ſuitable to what he had re- - 


ceived from Jozathan, he is ſnatched away by the 
Sword of the Phil/iftines, they had alſo many brave 
Country-men that were killed : To this was to be 
added the fad condition -the Houſe of 1/rael was in 
by ſo great a defeat; all which concurring could 
not but make a deep imprefiion on the hearts of 
David, and the People with him, which did ſet. 


them to. their Tears and Prayers, both for their 


own fins, and perhaps they reckoned their arming 
__— Sat one, and with theſe they alſo mourn- 

for the fins of 1/rae/, praying God to avert his 
Judgments, to prevent the miſchief might follow, 


and to recover his People from the ignominy of ſo 


bad a Joſs, and in the end to ſettle David ſo on the! , 


Throage | of Sau/, that there might be under his 
Reigo,. Juſtice and Truth, Plenty and Peace, both 
at home and abrogd.. This is a clear fair account 
of the wark - of thoſe with David in my Text. 

(And after this. the Application will be aſje ; 
from which.I ſhall not digreſs by: proving the law- 


fulneſs. and fitneſs of Anniverſaries, that being ſo 


well done by-others, but referr my Hearers, to 
Zgebary, by whom .we find the People ao, oy 
91 F908 C 


© . lay open briefly in Two Points. 
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faſted during the- Seventy Years of 'the Captivity, 
the Fifch and Seventh ' Month; he alſo mentions 
their Paſts of the Fourth and Tenth Month ; though 
1t 1s plain there are no fuch Faſts commanded ' in 
the Old Teſtament ; and yet the Prophet is fo far 
trom blaming theſe ſtated returns, that he only 
blames rheir being formal and regardleſs of God in 
them, and gives them diretions how they- ſhould 
have ordered them. But leaving this unreaſonable 
Objection, which is madeby none but thoſe who have 
the chief reaſon to mourn and faſt on this Occaſion ; 
I go next to propole what the nature and ends of 
our Mourning and Faſting ſhould be, which T ſhall 

I: The one is to mourn before God for the guilt 
of this atrocious Sin; that if any of us have been 
(as was before laid open) involved in the guilt, we 
may waſh off the ſtain of this Sin, which is of fo 
deep a dye, and if we our ſelves be on all accounts 
clear of it, at leaſt we are to pray for Pardon to 
thoſe who were guilty, that God miay open their 
eyes, fo as to confeſs and mourn for their fins; 
and in this we follow the example of our Royal 


* Martyr , who looking to Jeſus the Author and 


Firither of-his Salvation, who endured the Croſs, 
defpþiſing the ſhame, and prayed for his Enemies, 
did with Patience run the Race ſet before him; 
andthumbly imitate his King and Saviour in pardon- 
ing and praying for his Enemies. BOL” ATES 
We are alſo on our own accounts to pray God 
to-deliver the whole Land from this guilt, left 
when Gog ſhall come and make inquiſttion -for 
this Innocent Blood, 'we be involved in the com- 
2 E 2: mon 
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- mon; Judgments, which cannot- fall on the Land fo, 
but. all concerned in it muſt bear their ſhare. But 
we muſt not only mourn-for this particular. Crime; 
though it be-ſo foul as. to. need the expiation of 
many -Tears -and Prayers, but we mult go higher, 
and look to the firſt beginnings of the late Troubles ; 
and ſee what provoked God then to plague us fo 
ſadly, and whether we have not re-acted theſe 
very Abominations which .then ſtirred up Gods 
wrath againſt us. I need not-enter into a parti- 
cular enumeration of our ſins before the year 40, 
and .compare them with theſe that now abound ; 
the compariſon would be as invidious as.1t -is ob- 
vious. Let every one then call himſelf to an ac- 


count, 'how guilty he is of undervaluing Gods mer- 


cies, and the great deliverance he gave. to his A- 
nointed, and by that to his whole People; how 
he abuſes our Peace and Plenty into Licentiouſ- 
neſs, profanity, and brutal, ungoverned and avowed 
impiety ; and how he abuſes the —_ and 
ſecurity Law gives to Inſolence, Faction and Bold- 
neſs; how he deſpiſes the Goſpel, affronts Reli- 
gion, and the Worſhip of God, either by an impi- 
ous contempt of it, a faQtious ſeparating from it, 
or a bare formal coming to it, without any ſerious 
or devout conſideration of that Majeſty he ſcorns, 
by a pretended drawing near him with his lips, 
whea 1n his heart he is far from him. Theſe and a 
reat deal more of that nature (with which our 
onſciences will certainly charge us, if we return 
our thoughts,, and call our ſelves to a ſevere ac- 
count for what is paſt) ought to be now mourned 
for ; otherwiſe the formal obſerving theſe Annual 
Returcs 
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Retnrns does but add. to-our other fins, and/en- 
han&e "our: guilt,” when we mock: God: by a pre- 
tended Mourning and Faſting. ' | 
2. And the only evidence: of the: Sincerity of 
our Mourning. 1s, our: departing from theſe ſinful 
courkes which 'may pravoke:: Gods wrath, and 
from' all ſeditious Inclinations which may be fewel 
for new or worſe calamities.; for. we-may with good 
reaſon apprehend, - if the late Wars and other Pla. 
gues have not taught us to repent of our ſins, and 
amend: our ways, that according to the gradation ' 
we find always uſed in Scriptures, when Judg- 
ments are denounced, the next ſhall be much ſadder 
than any we have ſeen or heard of. But God is mer- 
ciful and gracious, {low to anger and ready to for- 
give, if we turn to him with all our hearts ; let 
us therefore from the deep ſenſe of our (ins, and 
the juſt apprehenſions of the deſerved Judgmear, 
tur unfeignedly : to. God, who hath both by the 
gentler methods of Love, and the ſeverer execu- 
tions of Judgments been calling on us to Repen- - 
tance ; let us throw off our impious. and debay- 
ching Practices,”by which we make war againſt 
Heaven, daring God by unparallel'd wickedneſs 
and defying him by our unheard-of ſoutneſs 
againſt him: But do we think to prevail againſt 
God, are we ſtronger than he? Can we reſiſt 
his Thunders or his Plagues, Fire and Famine? 
' And though we- were ftrong enough to reſiſt the 
impreſſions and injuries of all our Neighbours, 
yet how eaſily can God plague us with a Diviſion 
of Hearts, and ſuch disjointed AﬀeCtions, that as a 
body paralytick we fall to ruin and miſery with 
eur own weight, and without any enemy. _— 
n 


And: for the avoiding this, next to. the: a 
fing the | Divine diſpleaſure, let - us expre r 
horrour of this FaQt:by a conſtant, humble and 
dutiful Obedience and Loyalty 'torhis Majeſty who 
now Reigns, and ſtudy: to- abftata from (not only 
all ' theſe diſloyal- and: unchriſttan courſes, which 
ended ſo- tragically, but even from) the firſt be- 
ginnings of theſe Diſorders, which as ſparks of fire 
blown on by fome ſeditious Incendiaries, dide ſet 
us all in a flame ; anda ſerious Review: of the late 
Times, will demonſtrate, that the wicked: Deſigns 
of thoſe Egemies to Monarchy could never have 
become fo ftrong, if they had not wrought on the 
more- innocent , - the”! inconſiderate zeal of ſome 
(who afterwards proved. bath good Subjeas and 
faithful Patriots,) who complaining over-ſeverely 
of ſome Errors of Government, did (though as 
afterwards. it appeared contrary to.their Deſigns) 
give'-both ftreagth and credit: to. a _FaQtion which 
did ſoon ſcornfully diſdain them; whonr at firſt they 
owned to be their leaders. - So dangerous it 1s to 
nouriſh Factions, - which- will quickly paſs all 
Bounds. This, I hope, will teach-all. in the time 
to come, how carefully: and religiouſly they ought 
to. guard againſt the cheriſhing :of Diſcontents,. or 
the poſſeſling the Subjets with TJealouſies and 
Fears, - and a contempt of their Governours , or 
their Government; and as no man can guard- a- 
gainft any ſin, without he confider well-all thefe 
fubtle temptations that lead him to it, and all the 
{maller and lefs diſcerned, or obſerved beginnings 
of it; fo if we truly mourn and faſt for: the Sin 
commutted this day, we: muſt conſider and; watch 
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againſt all theſe lefler and more unheeded Motions, 
Jealoufies, Fears, undutiful Diſcourſes and Cen- 
ſures, which do inſenfibly make way and prepare 
= men to all manner of Sedition and Diſloyalty ; at 
'Y leaſt, ſo weakens their dutiful reſpe& to Gover- 
nours, that faint - Services are to be expected from 
{o cold afteQtions. 
v7.9 But I hope paſt experience will teach us more 
wiſdom, and that this Nation which with ſo Re- 
ligious a zeal deſigns to expiate what is paſt, will 
with the ſame care ftudy the preventing every 
thing may lead to the re-aQting theſe ſad Calami- 
ties, of which we have {till among us many dole- 
ful Remembrances, beſides this day of Mourning 
and Faſting. In which God of his infinite mercy 
| grant we may fo repent, that he may deliver us 
gk from Blood-guiltineſs, and from all other Judgments 
| our fins have moſt juſtly deſerved. To this God be 
Glory for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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